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DEVELOPING STATES, 
SHAPING CITIZENSHIP
Service Delivery and Political Participation 
in Zambia
Erin Accampo Hern
Jun 2019 240pp, 14 images & 18 tables
9780472054145 Paperback £19.95 / €25.00
9780472074143 Hardback £57.95 / €68.00
African Perspectives
At the nexus of political science, development studies, 
and public policy, Developing States, Shaping Citizenship 
analyses an overlooked driver of political behaviour: 
citizens' past experience with the government through 
service provision.
Using evidence from Zambia, this book demonstrates 
that the quality of citizens' interactions with the 
government through service provision sends them 
important signals about what they can hope to gain 
from political action.
University of Michigan Press

HIGHLIGHT

POLITICS & ECONOMICS

POLITICS & ECONOMICS

NORM DIFFUSION AND HIV/AIDS 
GOVERNANCE IN PUTIN'S RUSSIA AND 
MBEKI'S SOUTH AFRICA
Vlad Kravtsov
Jan 2019 280pp
9780820355481 Paperback £23.95 / €28.00
Studies in Security and International Affairs
In this study, Vlad Kravtsov argues that recent debates 
about the nature of authority in Putin's Russia and 
Mbeki's South Africa have resulted in a set of unique 
ideas on the cardinal goals of the state. This is the first 
book to explore how these consensual ideas have 
shaped health governance and impinged on norm 
diffusion processes.
The University of Georgia Press

HIGHLIGHT
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GENDER, SEPARATIST POLITICS AND 
EMBODIED NATIONALISM IN CAMEROON
Jacqueline Mougoué
Jun 2019 336pp, 12 illustrations
9780472074136 Hardback £66.50 / €78.00
African Perspectives
Illuminates how issues of ideal womanhood shaped the 
Anglophone Cameroonian nationalist movement in the 
first decade of independence in Cameroon, a west-central 
African country. 
University of Michigan Press

GLOSSARY OF LAW TERMS
Khulekani Zondi
Mar 2019 64pp, Bilingual edition (English/isiZulu)
9781869144173 Paperback £11.50 / €13.00

Assists legal studies students as well as ordinary South 
Africans with a limited understanding of law, by providing 
them with basic explanations of legal terms in both isiZulu 
and English, in order to elevate African languages in legal 
education and the practice of law.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

GOVERNANCE AND THE POSTCOLONY
Views from Africa
Edited by David Everett
Aug 2019 320pp
9781776143443 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

Civil society, NGOs, governments, and multilateral 
institutions all repeatedly call for improved or ‘good' 
governance – yet they seem to speak past one another. 
Offering a set of multidisciplinary analyses of governance 
in different sectors, in different locales, and from different 
theoretical approaches, this volume makes a useful 
addition to the growing debates on how to govern.
Wits University Press

LIE ON YOUR WOUNDS
The Prison Correspondence of  
Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe
Robert Sobukwe
Edited by Derek Hook
Feb 2019 360pp
9781776142408 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

Comprised of approximately 300 letters, this book 
provides access to the voice of Robert Sobukwe via 
the single most poignant resource of Sobukwe's voice 
that exists: his prison letters. Not only do the letters 
evince Sobukwe's storytelling abilities, they convey the 
complexity of a man who defied easy categorisation.
Wits University Press

POLITICS & ECONOMICS

BESTSELLER  
ADVANCING THE UGANDAN ECONOMY
A Personal Account
Ezra Sabiti Suruma
2014 213pp
9780815725893 Paperback £32.50 / €38.00

Offers a first-hand look at the remarkable policy changes 
that took place between 1986 and 2012 in Uganda, and 
their effect in contrast with the turbulent events after 
independence. Ezra Suruma held several key positions in the 
Ugandan government during the nation's transition period, 
including minister of finance. His insightful recounting of 
those times demonstrates that African countries can achieve 
economic stability and sustain rapid growth.
Brookings Institution Press

AFRICA THROUGH AN 
ECONOMIC LENS
Amadou Sy
2018 224pp
9780815734734 Paperback  
£33.50 / €39.00

A more peaceful and 
prosperous Africa is in 
everyone's interest. As one 
banker recently said, it is 
no longer a matter of ‘Why 
Africa?’ but ‘How Africa?’ 
Using economic policy 
analysis, this book examines 

the vision for achieving this idea of ‘How Africa?’ through 
the cooperative actions of the African Union, Africa's 
private sector, civil society, women, and youth.
Brookings Institution Press

CO-OPERATIVES IN 
SOUTH AFRICA
Advancing Solidarity 
Economy Pathways 
from Below
Edited by Vishwas Satgar
May 2019 320pp
9781869144234 Paperback  
£24.95 / €29.00

This volume builds on a 
previous collection, The 
Solidarity Economy Alternative: 
Emerging Theory and Practice, 
and inaugurates a debate 

between leading government co-operative development 
practitioners and its critics, many of whom are working to 
advance bottom-up solidarity economy pathways.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press
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POLITICS AND 
COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH
Perspectives from Yeoville Studio, 
Johannesburg
Edited by Claire Bénit-Gbaffou et al
Oct 2019 592pp, 103 illustrations
9781776143849 Paperback £77.95 / €91.00

Provides a textured analysis of a contested urban space 
that will resonate with other contested urban spaces 
around the world, and challenges researchers involved in 
such spaces to work in creative and politicised ways.
Wits University Press

POWER IN ACTION
Democracy, Citizenship and Social Justice
Steven Friedman
Feb 2019 336pp
9781776143023 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00

Argues against the stereotype that the goal of new 
democracies, like South Africa and other developing 
nation-states, is to become like the global North. Friedman 
asserts that democracies can only work when every adult 
has an equal say in the public decisions that affect them.
Wits University Press

SHADOW STATE
The Politics of State Capture
Ivor Chipkin et al
2018 176pp, 3 illustrations
9781776142125 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

The 2017 publication of Betrayal of the Promise, the report 
that detailed the systematic nature of state capture, 
marked a key moment in South Africa's most recent 
struggle for democracy. Shadow State is an updated version 
of the original, explosive report that changed South 
Africa's recent history.
Wits University Press

WHOSE AGENCY
The Politics and Practice of Kenya's 
HIV-Prevention NGOs
Megan Hershey
Jun 2019 200pp, 32 b&w photos
9780299321703 Hardback £68.50 / €79.00
Africa and the Diaspora: History, Politics, Culture
By focusing on one particular type of NGO—those 
organized to help prevent the spread and transmission of 
HIV in Kenya—Megan Hershey interrogates the ways these 
organisations achieve (or fail to achieve) their planned 
outcomes.
The University of Wisconsin Press

UNLOCKING AFRICA'S 
BUSINESS POTENTIAL
Trends, Opportunities, Risks, and Strategies
Landry Signé
Sep 2019 333pp
9780815737384 Paperback £29.95 / €35.00

Examines business opportunities in the eight sectors with 
the highest potential returns on private investment in 
Africa - the same sectors that will foster economic growth 
and diversification, job creation, and improved welfare. 
The book's analysis is based on case studies that identify 
specific opportunities for investment and growth.
Brookings Institution Press

ZIMBABWE'S PREDATORY STATE
Party, Military and Business
Jabusile M. Shumba
2018 224pp
9781869143848 Paperback £29.95 / €35.00

Interrogates the ruling elite political reproduction, 
modes of accumulation across key economic sectors, and 
implications for development outcomes in Zimbabwe. The 
book raises some pressing questions in search of answers.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

POLITICS & ECONOMICS
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LITERATURE & THE ARTS

ACTS OF TRANSGRESSION
Contemporary Live Art in South Africa
Edited by Jay Pather & Catherine Boulle
May 2019 336pp
9781776142798 Paperback £48.95 / €57.00

‘This collection of essays coheres around conceptual 
themes that link the instability, volatility, precarity, and 
excess of live art itself to the instability, volatility, precarity, 
and excess of the contemporary moment in South Africa.’ 
- Catherine M. Cole, Professor of Drama, University 
of Washington
Performance art is transgressive and interdisciplinary. 
Acts of Transgression, an illustrated collection of 15 
essays by respected researchers, critically probes where 
live art and socio-political turbulence intersect in post-
apartheid South African society. Focusing on work by 
25 contemporary artists, it adds significantly to the 
field.
Wits University Press

HIGHLIGHT

OF LAND, BONES, AND MONEY
Toward a South African Ecopoetics
Emily McGiffin
Jul 2019 256pp, 6 b&w illustrations
9780813942766 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00
9780813942759 Hardback £68.50 / €79.00
Under the Sign of Nature
‘McGiffin sets out to fill a serious gap in South African 
literary criticism, particularly that of ecocriticism, which 
has largely ignored indigenous forms and productions.’  
- Daniel Wylie, Rhodes University
The oral poets of the amaXhosa people have long 
shaped understandings of history, and offered a forum 
for grappling with change. This book examines the 
role of these poets in South African society and the 
ways in which they have helped inform responses to 
apartheid, the injustices of extractive capitalism, and 
contemporary politics in South Africa.
University of Virginia Press

HIGHLIGHT
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AFRICAN MUSIC ON LP
An Annotated Discography
Alan P. Merriam
May 2019 216pp
9780810138582 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

Containing details of 390 LP and EP recordings, African 
Music on LP contributes to the scholarship of Africa. 
Organised by record label and arranged in alphabetical 
order, Allen P. Merriam assesses the stylistic characteristics 
of each recording, providing new insights on the subject.
Northwestern University Press

AGAINST A SHARP WHITE BACKGROUND
Infrastructures of African American Print
Edited by Brigitte Fielder & Jonathan Senchyne
Mar 2019 368pp, 27 b&w photos
9780299321505 Hardback £77.95 / €91.00
The History of Print and Digital Culture
Covers elements of production, circulation, and reception 
of African-American writing across a range of genres and 
contexts. This collection challenges mainstream book 
history and print culture to understand that race and 
racialisation are inseparable from the study of texts and 
their technologies.
The University of Wisconsin Press

DEATH AND COMPASSION
The Elephant in Southern African Literature
Dan Wylie
2018 280pp
9781776142187 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00

The first study to probe the primary features, and possible 
effects, of some major literary genres as they pertain to 
elephants south of the Zambezi over three centuries, 
including indigenous forms, early European travelogues, 
hunting accounts, novels, game ranger memoirs, 
scientists' accounts, and poems.
Wits University Press

ESSAYS ON MUSIC AND HISTORY 
IN AFRICA
Edited by Klaus P. Wachsmann
May 2019 280pp
9780810139596 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

This classic ethnomusicological survey provides a valuable 
guide to African music. The essays review a broad swath 
of genres and topics, including court songs and music 
history, musical instruments in different traditions, and the 
connection between Islam and African music.
Northwestern University Press

PAN-AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE
Signifyin(g) Immigrants in the 
21st Century
Stephanie Li
2018 190pp
9780813592770 Paperback £27.50 / €32.00

‘Timely and promising, Pan-African American Literature 
will make a major and distinctive contribution to African 
American studies, cultural studies, and American literary 
studies.’  
- Michele Elam, author of The Souls of Mixed Folk
Charts the contours of literature by African born or 
identified authors centred around life in the United 
States. The texts examined deliberately signify on 
the African-American literary canon to encompass 
new experiences of immigration, assimilation, and 
identification that challenge how blackness has been 
previously conceived.
Rutgers University Press

HIGHLIGHT
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LIKE FAMILY
Domestic Workers in 
South African History 
and Literature
Edited by Ena Jansen
May 2019 416pp
9781776143511 Paperback  
£34.50 / €40.00

Argues that domestic worker 
relations in South Africa were 
shaped by the institution of 
slavery at the Cape, which 
established social hierarchies 

and patterns of behaviour that persist to the present 
day. To support her argument, Ena Jansen examines the 
representation of domestic workers in a diverse range of 
texts in English and Afrikaans.
Wits University Press

NIMROD
Selected Writings
Edited by Frieda Ekotto
2018 240pp
9780472054060 Paperback  
£19.95 / €21.50
9780472074068 Hardback  
£57.95 / €68.00
African Perspectives
The Chadian writer Nimrod is 
one of the most dynamic and 
vital voices in contemporary 
African literature and thought. 

However, little of Nimrod's writing has been translated 
into English until now. Frieda Ekotto provides context for 
Nimrod's work and demonstrates the urgency of making it 
available beyond Francophone Africa.
University of Michigan Press

REAL & IMAGINED READERS
Censorship, Publishing and Reading 
Under Apartheid
Rachel Matteau Matsha
Mar 2019 296pp
9781869144029 Paperback £23.95 / €28.00 

Sheds light on the reading cultures and practices that 
developed in the shadow of apartheid censorship, creating 
alternative literary spaces. By understanding reading as 
a complex and dynamic activity, this book stresses the 
importance of appreciating books in relation to the social 
context in which they are written and, most importantly, read.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

ROBERT GODFREY
Lexicography: Notes on Xhosa Lore and 
Language (1909-1934)
Edited by Jeff Opland
Feb 2019 384pp
9781869144043 Paperback £21.95 / €26.00
Publications of the Opland Collection of  
Xhosa Literature, Vol. 7
Constitutes a significant source of information on the 
folklore of the Xhosa-speaking peoples, and the state of 
their language in the early decades of the twentieth century, 
explored through the notes and writing of Robert Godfrey.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

THIS AFRICA
Novels by West Africans in English and French
Judith Illsley Gleason
May 2019 208pp
9780810139510 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

Presents both a literary history and a survey of the West 
African novel. Gleason explores seventeen novels in French 
and eight in English, developing a framework of literary 
criticism that includes the conqueror, the hero, city life, 
village life, and personal identity.
Northwestern University Press

VISIONARY ANIMAL
Rock Art from Southern Africa
Renaud Ego 
Translated by Deke Dusinberre 
May 2019 336pp, 144 colour illustrations
9781776142262 Paperback £77.95 / €91.00

Why were depictions of animals a crucial trigger for the 
birth of art? And why did animals dominate that art for so 
long? To answer these questions, Renaud Ego examined 
the rock art of the San of southern Africa. This collection 
of essays is beautifully illustrated with the author's 
photographs from across southern Africa.
Wits University Press
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WOMEN FIGHT, WOMEN WRITE
Texts on the Algerian War
Mildred Mortimer
2018 284pp
9780813942056 Paperback £31.50 / €36.00
9780813942049 Hardback £62.95 / €73.00

Traces stylistic and material transformations in Algerian 
women's writings as it reveals evolving attitudes toward 
memory, trauma, historical objectivity, and women's 
political empowerment. Refuting the stale binary of men in 
battle, women at home, these testimonial texts let women 
lay claim to the Algerian War story as participants and also as 
chroniclers through fiction, historical studies, and memoir.
University of Virginia Press

BESTSELLER  
WOMEN OF ALGIERS IN THEIR APARTMENT
Assia Djebar
1999 224pp
9780813918808 Paperback £19.95 / €21.50
CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature Translated 
from French
This collection of short stories details the plight of 
urban Algerian women and raises serious issues. The 
stories criticise the post-colonial regime for denying and 
subjugating women, whilst celebrating men's liberation. 
Clarisse Zimra's afterword includes an informing interview 
with the author.
University of Virginia Press

THE YORÙBÁ GOD OF DRUMMING
Transatlantic Perspectives on the Wood 
That Talks
Edited by Amanda Villepastour
2018 288pp
9781496818348 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00

Despite the growing volume of literature about the orishas, 
surprisingly little has been published about the ubiquitous 
Yorùbá music spirit. This ground-breaking collection 
addresses the gap in the research, with contributions from 
a cross-section of prestigious musicians, scholars, and 
priests from Nigeria, the Americas, and Europe who have 
dedicated themselves to studying Yorùbá sacred drums.
University Press of Mississippi

ZIDLA INKOTHA
Edited by Gugulethu Mazibuko
2018 132pp
9781869144005 Paperback £14.50 / €17.00 

Features 30 poems from a range of writers, covering 
topics including the importance of language, love, death, 
heritage, politics, and problems experienced by the youth.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press
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HISTORY

BESTSELLER  

TO THE FAIREST CAPE
European Encounters in the Cape of 
Good Hope
Malcolm Jack
2018 242pp, 26 colour illustrations
9781684480005 Hardback £19.95 / €21.50

'This skillfully marshalled and elegantly recounted history 
opens up new pathways into the European cultural and 
intellectual past whilst underlining the mystical, mesmeric 
power of the Cape, that 'master link of connection between 
the western and eastern world.'' - The Bulletin of the 
National Library of South Africa
Beginning by considering the early hunter-gatherer 
inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope and their culture, 
Malcolm Jack focuses in his account on the encounter 
that European visitors had with the Khoisan peoples, 
sometimes sympathetic but often exploitative, from 
the time of the Portuguese to the abolition of slavery in 
the British Empire.
Bucknell University Press 

HIGHLIGHT

BESTSELLER  

THE TRIALS OF 

RICHARD 
GOLDSTONE

DANIEL TERRIS

THE TRIALS OF RICHARD GOLDSTONE
Daniel Terris
2018 400pp, 20 illustrations 
9780813599960 Hardback £31.50 / €37.00

‘Tracing Richard Goldstone’s remarkable career in South 
Africa and on the world stage, this insightful and incisive 
book is a nuanced portrait of a life devoted to integrity, 
equality, and justice.’ - Kofi Annan, former Secretary-
General of the United Nations, winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize
Tells the story of an extraordinary individual and 
the price he paid for his convictions. This book 
describes how Richard Goldstone, working as a judge 
in apartheid South Africa, helped to undermine this 
unjust system and later, at Nelson Mandela's request, 
led a commission that investigated cases of racial 
violence and intimidation.
Rutgers University Press

HIGHLIGHT
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AFRICA SOUTH
Harm J. de Blij
May 2019 400pp
9780810138261 Paperback  
£47.50 / €55.00 

Presents a history and 
description of southern Africa, 
from the arrival of Europeans 
until the creation of the 
Republic of South Africa in 
1961. Harm de Blij provides 
a portrait of the landscape 
and the internal policies 
and struggles within the 

region. The work serves as a historical travel guide and an 
introduction to the history of the region.
Northwestern University Press

ATLANTIC AFRICA AND THE SPANISH 
CARIBBEAN, 1570-1640
David Wheat
2018 352pp, 6 images, 2 maps, 19 tables
9781469647654 Paperback £31.50 / €37.00
Published by the Omohundro Institute of  
Early American History and Culture and the  
University of North Carolina Press
Resituates the Spanish Caribbean as an extension of the 
Luso-African Atlantic world from the late sixteenth to 
the mid-seventeenth century, when the union of the 
Spanish and Portuguese crowns facilitated a surge in the 
transatlantic slave trade.
Omohundro Institute and University of  
North Carolina Press
The University of North Carolina Press

ATLANTIC BONDS
A Nineteenth-Century 
Odyssey from  
America to Africa
Lisa A. Lindsay
2018 328pp, 26 images
9781469652153 Paperback  
£29.50 / €34.00
H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs 
Lehman Series
A decade before the American 
Civil War, James Churchwill 
Vaughan (1828-1893) set out 

to fulfil his father's wish that he leave America to start a new 
life in Africa. Tracing Vaughan's journey from South Carolina 
to Liberia to several parts of Yorubaland, Lisa Lindsay 
documents this ‘free’ man's struggle to find economic and 
political autonomy.
The University of North Carolina Press

BLACK BRIDE 
OF CHRIST
Chicaba, an African Nun 
in Eighteenth-Century  
Spain
Edited & translated by  
Sue E. Houchins &  
Baltasar Fra-Molinero
2018 336pp
9780826521040 Paperback  
£36.95 / €43.00

This volume, the first English 
translation of the Compendio de la Vida Ejemplar de la 
Venerable Madre Sor Teresa Juliana de Santo Domingo, is a 
hagiography - an example of a biographical genre that 
recounts the lives and describes the spiritual practices of 
holy people.
Vanderbilt University Press

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AND 
PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS 
UNDER APARTHEID
Ian M. Macqueen
2018 208pp
9781869143886 Paperback £28.95 / €34.00

Takes its cue from Steve Biko's own injunction to see the 
evolution of Black Consciousness alongside other political 
doctrines and movements of resistance in South Africa. The 
book identifies progressive thought and movements as 
valuable interlocutors that nonetheless also competed for the 
mantle of liberation, espousing different visions of freedom.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

BOUND FOR WORK
Labor, Mobility, and 
Colonial Rule in Central 
Mozambique, 1940-
1965
Zachary Kagan Guthrie
2018 248pp, 6 b&w illustrations, 
2 maps
9780813941547 Hardback  
£47.50 / €55.00 
Reconsiderations in Southern 
African History
Diverging from the studies of 

southern African migrant labour that focus on particular 
workplaces and points of origin, Bound for Work looks at 
the multitude of forms and locales of migrant labour that 
individuals - under more or less coercive circumstances - 
engaged in over the course of their lives.
University of Virginia Press
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CHOTA MOTALA
A Biography of Political Activism in the 
KwaZulu-Natal Midlands
Goolam Vahed
2018 320pp
9781869143824 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

Chota Motala lived out over eight decades of his life in 
communities that preceded, and ultimately succeeded, the 
hegemony of apartheid in South Africa. This book examines 
Motala's intellectual project and activism, and throws light on 
poorly documented episodes in Pietermaritzburg's history.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

EMANCIPATION WITHOUT EQUALITY
Pan-African Activism and the Global Color Line
Thomas E. Smith
2018 208pp, 8 b&w illustrations
9781625343956 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00
9781625343949 Hardback £94.95 / €109.00
African American Intellectual History
Covering a period roughly bookended by two international 
forums, the 1884-1885 Berlin Conference and the 1911 
Universal Races Congress, Emancipation Without Equality 
chronicles how activists of African descent fought globally 
for equal treatment and access to rights associated with 
post-emancipated citizenship.
University of Massachusetts Press

ESTEBAN
The African Slave Who Explored America
Dennis Herrick
2018 304pp
9780826359810 Hardback £42.50 / €49.00

When Pueblo Indians say, ‘The first white man our people 
saw was a black man’, they are referring to Esteban, who 
came to New Mexico in 1539. After centuries of negative 
portrayals, this book highlights Esteban's importance in 
America's early history.
University of New Mexico Press

FARMING AND FAMINE
Landscape Vulnerability in Northeast 
Ethiopia, 1889-1991
Donald Crummey
Edited by James McCann
2018 312pp, 38 figures
9780299316303 Hardback £77.95 / €91.00
Africa and the Diaspora: History, Politics, Culture
In modern times, Ethiopia has suffered three grievous 
famines, two of which - in 1973-74 and 1984-85 - caught 
the world's attention. It is often assumed that population 
increase drove Ethiopia's farmers to overexploit their 
environment and undermine the future of their own 
livelihoods. Donald E. Crummey explores and refutes these 
claims based on his research in Wallo province, an epicentre 
of both famines.
The University of Wisconsin Press

PRIETO
Yorùbá Kingship in Colonial Cuba during the 
Age of Revolutions
Henry B. Lovejoy
2018 240pp, 6 halftones, 8 maps, 2 graphs, 17 tables
9781469645391 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00
9781469645384 Hardback £94.95 / €109.00
Envisioning Cuba
This Atlantic world history centres on the life of Juan 
Nepomuceno Prieto, a member of the West African Yoruba 
people enslaved and taken to Havana during the era of the 
Atlantic slave trade. Richly situating Prieto's story within 
the context of colonial Cuba, Henry B. Lovejoy illuminates 
the vast process by which thousands of Yoruba speakers 
were forced into life-and-death struggles in a strange land.
The University of North Carolina Press

RECAPTURED AFRICANS
Surviving Slave Ships, Detention, and 
Dislocation in the Final Years of the Slave Trade
Sharla M. Fett
2018 312pp, 16 images, 5 tables
9781469645513 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00

In the years just before the Civil War, during the most 
intensive phase of American slave-trade suppression, the 
US Navy seized roughly 2,000 enslaved Africans from 
illegal slave ships, and brought them into temporary 
camps at Key West and Charleston. In this study, Sharla 
Fett reconstructs the social world of these ‘recaptives’, and 
recounts the relationships they built to survive.
The University of North Carolina Press
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SOUTHERN NILOTIC HISTORY
Linguistic Approaches to the Study of the Past
Christopher Ehret
May 2019 216pp
9780810138322 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

In Southern Nilotic History, Christopher Ehret reconstructs 
the history of the Southern Nilotic speaking peoples of 
East Africa, from their earliest origins to the beginning of 
the colonial period.
Northwestern University Press

TAXING BLACKNESS
Free Afromexican Tribute in Bourbon 
New Spain
Norah L.A. Gharala
Mar 2019 336pp, 9 b&w images, 3 maps, 23 tables
9780817320072 Hardback £57.95 / €67.00
Atlantic Crossings
During the eighteenth century, hundreds of thousands 
of free descendants of Africans in Mexico faced a highly 
specific obligation to the Spanish crown - a tax based on 
their genealogy and status. This book examines this tribute 
to explore the meanings of race, political loyalty, and legal 
privileges within the Spanish colonial regime.
The University of Alabama Press

THREE NIGERIAN EMIRATES
A Study in Oral History
Victor N. Low
May 2019 312pp
9780810138520 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

Presents a detailed account of the leaders, people, and 
culture of the Hadejia, Katagum, and Gombe regions, 
documented in a transcribed oral history. This work 
presents a valuable portrait of societies where the 
tradition of memory and oral history are the only means of 
remembering the past.
Northwestern University Press

CULTURAL & SOCIAL STUDIES

BESTSELLER  

FISTULA POLITICS
Birthing Injuries and the Quest for 
Continence in Niger
Alison Heller
2018 220pp
9781978800366 Paperback £28.95 / €34.00
9781978800373 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00
Medical Anthropology
‘An inspiring account of the real lives of determined women 
facing the hardships of birthing injuries: pregnancy losses 
and social suffering, persistent wetness and months-long 
waiting for treatment in the context of 'regional poverty' 
and mismanaged care. Transformed my understanding! 
Truly brilliant!’ - Ellen Gruenbaum, author of The 
Female Circumcision Controversy
Obstetric fistula is a birth injury caused by prolonged 
obstructed labour, that results in urinary and fecal 
incontinence. In Western humanitarian and media 
narratives, fistula is presented as deeply stigmatising. 
Alison Heller illustrates these popular narratives only 
serve the interests of humanitarian organisations, the 
media, and local clinics.
Rutgers University Press

HIGHLIGHT
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INFECTED KIN
Orphan Care and AIDS in Lesotho
Ellen Block & Will McGrath
May 2019 246pp, 13 colour images
9781978804746 Paperback £28.95 / €34.00
9781978804753 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00
Medical Anthropology
‘Drawing on the authors’ in-depth experience in the small, 
landlocked southern African country of Lesotho comes 
this gem of a book—at once funny and sad, inspiring 
and sobering—that conveys the social consequences of 
HIV through a focus on orphans and their care.’ - Daniel 
Jordan Smith, author of AIDS Doesn't Show Its Face
AIDS has devastated communities across southern 
Africa. In Lesotho, the wide-ranging implications of 
the disease have been felt in every family, disrupting 
key aspects of social life. Ellen Block and Will McGrath 
argue that AIDS is fundamentally a kinship disease, 
and examine the ways it seeps into kin relations and 
networks of care.
Rutgers University Press

HIGHLIGHT

SILENCED RESISTANCE
Women, Dictatorships, and Genderwashing 
in Western Sahara and Equatorial Guinea
Joanna Allan
Apr 2019 336pp, 2 maps, 5 b&w photos
9780299318406 Hardback £72.50 / €85.00
Women in Africa and the Diaspora
‘A ground-breaking study of the gendered dynamics of 
resistance to colonial and post-colonial authoritarian 
regimes in North and West Africa. Drawing on extensive 
archival and field-based research in Western Sahara and 
Equitorial Guinea, Allan forcefully analyses the complex 
relationship between women, feminist resistance to 
patriarchy, and political resistance to authoritarianism.’ - 
Alice Wilson, University of Sussex
In this innovative work, Joanna Allan demonstrates 
why we should foreground gender as key for 
understanding both authoritarian power projection 
and resistance. She brings an ethnographic component 
to examine how concerns for equality and women's 
rights can be co-opted for authoritarian projects.
The University of Wisconsin Press

HIGHLIGHT
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AFRICAN SCIENCE
Witchcraft, Vodun, 
and Healing in 
Southern Benin
Douglas J. Falen
2018 240pp, 16 b&w illustrations
9780299318901 Hardback  
£77.95 / €91.00

In this sensitive investigation 
into Benin's occult world, 
Douglas Falen wrestles with 
the challenges of encountering 
a reality in which magic, 
science, and the Vodun religion 

converge into a single universal force. He takes seriously 
his Beninese interlocutors' insistence that the indigenous 
phenomenon of àze (‘witchcraft’) is an African science.
The University of Wisconsin Press

THE ANTHROPOLOGY 
OF AIDS
A Global Perspective
Patricia Whelehan
2018 320pp
9780813056494 Hardback  
£78.95 / €91.00

Until now, there has been 
no one text that discusses 
the norms, beliefs, and 
behaviours that affect how 
societies respond to HIV/
AIDS around the world. This 

volume synthesises data from anthropology, psychology, 
sociology, biology, and medicine, and incorporates the 
author's more than two decades of work in the field.
University Press of Florida

BECOMING RWANDAN
Education, Reconciliation, and the Making  
of a Post-Genocide Citizen
S. Garnett Russell
Jul 2019 182pp, 23 b&w images
9781978802865 Paperback £23.95 / €28.00
9781978802872 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00
Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights
In the aftermath of the genocide, the Rwandan 
government has used the education system as a way to 
sustain peace and shape a new generation of Rwandans. 
This book argues that although the government utilises 
global discourses in national policy documents, the way 
in which teachers and students engage with these global 
models distorts its intention.
Rutgers University Press

BESTSELLER  
BEING AT HOME
Race, Institutional Culture and Transformation 
at South African Higher Education Institutions
Edited by Pedro Tabensky & Sally Matthews
2015 304pp
9781869142902 Paperback £26.95 / €32.00

While there are many reasons to be despondent about 
the current state of affairs in the South African tertiary 
sector, this collection is intended as an invitation for 
the reader to see these problems as opportunities for 
rethinking the very idea of what it is to be a university in 
contemporary South Africa.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

BLACK CULTURAL LIFE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA
Reception, Apartheid, 
and Ethics
Lily Saint
2018 232pp, 8 images
9780472054008 Paperback  
£19.95 / €21.50
9780472074006 Hardback  
£57.95 / €68.00
African Perspectives
Under apartheid, black South 
Africans engaged with an 

array of textual and visual cultures in ways that shaped their 
responses to this period of ethical crisis. Marshalling forms 
of historical evidence, this book considers the importance of 
popular genres and audiences in the relationship between 
ethical consciousness and aesthetic engagement.
University of Michigan Press

CIVILISING GRASS
The Art of the 
Lawn on the South 
African Highveld
Jonathan Cane
Jul 2019 264pp
9781776143108 Paperback  
£29.50 / €34.00

What does the lawn want? To 
be watered, fertilised, mowed, 
admired, fretted over, ignored? 
This unusual question serves 
as a starting point for Civilising 

Grass, an unexpected and often disconcerting critique of 
one of the most common and familiar landscapes in South 
Africa.
Wits University Press
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CLAIMING CIVIC VIRTUE
Gendered Network Memory in the  
Mara Region, Tanzania
Jan Bender Shetler
Jul 2019 400pp, 9 b&w photos
9780299322908 Hardback £77.95 / €91.00
Women in Africa and the Diaspora
Provides a wide-ranging investigation of the gendered 
nature of historical memory, and its influence on the 
development of the Mara region of Tanzania over the 
past 150 years. Shetler's exploration of oral traditions and 
histories opens new vistas for understanding how women 
and men in this culture tell their stories and assert their roles.
The University of Wisconsin Press

CONSPICUOUS CONSUMPTION IN AFRICA
Edited by Deborah Posel & Ilana van Wyk
May 2019 312pp
9781776143641 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

From early department stores in Cape Town to gendered 
histories of sartorial success in urban Togo, contestations 
over expense accounts at an apartheid state enterprise 
to elite wealth and political corruption in Angola, this 
collection of essays explores the ways in which conspicuous 
consumption is foregrounded in various African contexts.
Wits University Press

CONTESTING POST-RACIALISM
Conflicted Churches in the United States and 
South Africa
Edited by R. Drew Smith et al
2018 257pp
9781496818300 Paperback £29.50 / €34.00

After the 2008 election and 2012 re-election of Barack 
Obama as US president, and the 1994 election of Nelson 
Mandela as the first of several blacks to serve as South 
Africa's president, many within the two countries have 
declared race to be irrelevant. For contributors to this 
volume, the presumed demise of race may be premature.
University Press of Mississippi 

DECOLONISATION IN UNIVERSITIES
The Politics of Knowledge
Edited by Jonathan Jansen
Aug 2019 320pp
9781776143351 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

Shortly after the statue of Cecil John Rhodes came down 
at the University of Cape Town, protestors called for 
the decolonisation of universities. But what exactly is 
decolonisation? This book brings together some of the 
most innovative thinking on curriculum theory to address 
this important question.
Wits University Press

DRESS AS SOCIAL RELATIONS
An Interpretation of Bushman Dress
Vibeke Maria Viestad
2018 208pp, 70 illustrations
9781776141913 Paperback £77.95 / €91.00

To dress is a uniquely human experience, but practices 
and meanings of dress vary greatly among people. In 
Dress as Social Relations, Vibeke Maria Viestad provides 
an interdisciplinary study of Bushman dress, as it is 
represented in the archives and material culture of 
historical Bushman communities.
Wits University Press

HOLDING THE WORLD TOGETHER
African Women in Changing Perspective
Edited by Nwando Achebe & Claire Robertson
Apr 2019 352pp, 14 b&w illustrations
9780299321109 Hardback £36.50 / €42.00
Women in Africa and the Diaspora
Featuring contributions from some of the most 
accomplished scholars on the topic, Holding the World 
Together explores the rich and varied ways in which women 
have wielded power across the African continent, from the 
precolonial period to the present.
The University of Wisconsin Press

INTERPRETING KIGALI, RWANDA
Architectural Inquiries and Prospects for a 
Developing African City
Korydon H. Smith & Toma Berlanda
2018 265pp, 138 images
9781682260623 Paperback £57.95 / €67.00
Fay Jones Collaborative Series
Through a culturally informed view of urban and rural 
lifestyles and spaces, Interpreting Kigali, Rwanda presents 
principles and proposals for neighbourhood development 
in the challenging context of Kigali's informal settlements. 
The lessons learned in Rwanda provide an urgent study for 
scholars and practitioners across disciplines.
The University of Arkansas Press

I WANT TO GO HOME FOREVER
Stories of Becoming and Belonging in  
South Africa's Great Metropolis
Edited by Loren Landau & Tanya Pampalone
2018 260pp
9781776142217 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00

Presents the stories of South Africans - some Gauteng-
born, others from neighbouring provinces - striving to 
realise the promises of democracy. They are also the stories 
of newcomers, from neighbouring countries and from as 
far afield as Pakistan and Rwanda, seeking a secure future.
Wits University Press
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JUSTIFY THE ENEMY
Becoming Human in South Africa
Zakes Mda
Edited by J.U. Jacobs
Feb 2019 288pp
9781869143800 Paperback £24.95 / €26.50

A collection of non-fiction by the prolific author Zakes Mda 
which focuses on South Africa's history and the present, 
identity and belonging, the art of writing, human rights, 
global warming, and why he is unable to keep silent on 
abuses of power.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

LANDSCAPES OF ACTIVISM
Civil Society, HIV and AIDS Care in 
Northern Mozambique
Joel Christian Reed
2018 227pp, 9 figures
9780813596693 Paperback £28.95 / €34.00
9780813596709 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00
Medical Anthropology
AIDS activists are often romanticised as extremely noble 
and selfless. However, the relationships among HIV 
support group members highlighted in Landscapes of 
Activism are hardly utopian or ideal. The product of in-
depth ethnography and focused anthropological inquiry, 
this is the first book on AIDS activists in Mozambique.
Rutgers University Press

PHILOSOPHY ON THE BORDER
Decoloniality and the Shudder of the Origin
Edited by Leonhard Praeg
May 2019 224pp
9781869144067 Paperback £22.50 / €26.00

In 2015 and 2016, institutions of higher education across 
South Africa exploded in a series of protests/revolts, 
collectively referred to in this volume as #MustFall. The 
essays in this volume either directly address some aspect of 
#MustFall, or discuss debates that pre-date the movement, 
but have gained renewed interest and urgency.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press

RACISM AFTER APARTHEID
Challenges for Marxism and Anti-Racism
Edited by Vishwas Satgar
May 2019 288pp
9781776143061 Paperback £34.50 / €40.00
Democratic Marxism, Vol. 4
Brings together leading scholars and activists from around 
the world studying and challenging racism. In eleven 
thematically rich and conceptually informed chapters, the 
contributors interrogate the complex nexus of questions 
surrounding race and relations of oppression, as they are 
played out in the global South and global North.
Wits University Press

THE SACRED MEADOWS
A Structural Analysis of Religious Symbolism 
in an East African Town
Abdul Hamid M. el Zein
May 2019 392pp
9780810139473 Paperback £47.50 / €55.00 

Provides an anthropological study of the religion of Lamu, 
the oldest inhabited town in Kenya, originally settled in 
1370 and situated on an island off the Kenyan coast. Abdul 
Hamid El-Zein discusses the religious impact of Islam and 
its place in Lamu society, and explores the structure of the 
town's religious system and its social stratification.
Northwestern University Press

SENEGAL ABROAD
Linguistic Borders, Racial Formations, and 
Diasporic Imaginaries
Maya Angela Smith
Feb 2019 232pp
9780299320508 Hardback £77.95 / €91.00
Africa and the Diaspora: History, Politics, Culture
Explores the fascinating role of language in national, 
transnational, postcolonial, racial, and migrant identities. 
Capturing the experiences of Senegalese in Paris, Rome, 
and New York, this book depicts how they make sense of 
who they are - and how they fit into their communities, 
countries, and the larger global Senegalese diaspora.
The University of Wisconsin Press
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SPEECH AND SONG AT THE MARGINS OF 
GLOBAL HEALTH
Zulu Tradition, HIV Stigma, and AIDS Activism 
in South Africa
Steven P. Black
Sep 2019 236pp, 24 tables
9780813597713 Paperback £24.95 / €29.00
9780813597720 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00

Tells the story of a unique Zulu gospel choir comprised 
of people living with HIV in South Africa, and how they 
maintained healthy, productive lives amid globalised 
inequality, international aid, and the stigma that often 
comes with having HIV.
Rutgers University Press

SPIRIT CHILDREN
Illness, Poverty, and Infanticide in 
Northern Ghana
Aaron R. Denham
Jul 2019 216pp, 14 b&w photos
9780299311247 Paperback £19.50 / €23.00
Africa and the Diaspora: History, Politics, Culture
Some babies and toddlers in parts of West Africa are 
considered spirit children - non-humans sent from the 
forest to cause misfortune and destroy the family. Aaron 
Denham offers a nuanced ethnographic study of this 
phenomenon in Northern Ghana, that examines both the 
motivations of the families and the structural factors that 
lead to infanticide.
The University of Wisconsin Press

TRANSFORMING RESEARCH METHODS IN 
THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
Case Studies from South Africa
Edited by Sumaya Laher, Angelo Fynn & Sherianne Kramer
May 2019 456pp
9781776142750 Paperback £39.50 / €46.00

Social science researchers in the global South, and in 
South Africa particularly, utilise research methods in 
innovative ways in order to respond to contexts 
characterised by diversity, racial and political tensions, 
socioeconomic disparities and gender inequalities. These 
methods often remain undocumented – a gap that this 
book starts to address.
Wits University Press

AN UNCOMMON FAITH
A Pragmatic Approach to the Study of African 
American Religion
Eddie S. Glaude Jr.
2018 96pp
9780820354170 Paperback £16.50 / €20.00
9780820354897 Hardback £82.95 / €97.00
George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American 
History Series, Vol. 8
With An Uncommon Faith, Eddie S. Glaude Jr. makes explicit 
his pragmatic approach to the study of African American 
religion. He insists that scholars take seriously what he calls 
black religious attitudes, that is, enduring and deep-seated 
dispositions tied to a transformative ideal that compel 
individuals to be otherwise - no matter the risk.
The University of Georgia Press

VOICES OF RESILIENCE
A Living History of the Kenneth Gardens 
Municipal Housing Estate in Durban
Monique Marks, Kira Erwin & Tamlynn Fleetwood
2018 364pp
9781869143985 Paperback £27.50 / €32.00

Provides a history of Durban's largest low-income 
municipal housing estate through the oral history stories 
of its residents. The authors invite readers to dwell in the 
everyday lives and memories of the people of Kenneth 
Gardens, and in so doing unravel the complexities of social 
housing, local government, regulation, urban identity 
politics and human agency.
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press
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